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Which are the main sources of compensation for personal injury?
Greek law on damages for personal injury or death is primarily based on the Greek Civil Code’s (GCC) 
provisions on contractual liability (GCC articles 330, 334, 335, 336 and 382) and for tortuous liability 
/ wrongful acts (GCC articles 914-938). In principle a civil claim for compensation can be brought 
against any person who by an act or omission has caused personal injury or death to a third person. 
Any such claimant can apply before Civil Courts1 for recovery of all damages sustained, including 
pecuniary and non-pecuniary losses. 
In case the wrongful act, omission or behavior that resulted to personal injury or death 
simultaneously constitutes a “criminal act” pursuant to the Greek Penal Code or other specific 
criminal laws, and criminal charges are brought against the responsible person, the injured person 
or the family of the deceased are entitled to intervene in the criminal proceedings as “civil claimants” 
in support of the criminal charge, and at the same time apply for the award of compensation from 
the Criminal Court. Any such compensation awarded is in most cases nominal and is deduced from 
the compensation awarded in any civil proceedings.
Public Social Security Organizations and Funds2 cover medical and hospitalization costs (usually 
in full or sometimes a part thereof), and provide for sickness wages, disability pension, loss of 
maintenance pensions, and funeral expenses. 

Which are the main sources of personal injury law?
Greek law provides for concurrence of contractual and tortuous liability when the act or omission 
that resulted to the damage, injury or death constitutes a violation of a contractual obligation and at 
the same is deemed as a “wrongful” (tortuous) act or omission. The claim for compensation can be 
filed by the victim (or the relatives of the deceased in cases of death) on the basis of both causes of 
action. However, if one of those bases is upheld, then the other is extinguished, unless, of course, the 
claim under one of the causes of action is broader or covers different types of remedies. Specifically: 
a.  Contractual liability for personal injury is basically ruled by GCC articles 330, 334, 335, 336 and 382. 

Article 330 GCC provides that “… a debtor shall be responsible for any default in the performance 
of his obligation resulting from an intentional act or negligence imputable to the debtor or to his 
legal representatives. There is negligence when the care required in the carrying out of business 
has not been furnished”. The compensation based on contractual liability covers all pecuniary loss 
of the victim, but not the non-pecuniary loss (moral damages), which is claimed solely on the basis 
of tortuous liability.

b.  Tortuous liability for personal injury compensation is primarily based on GCC provisions on 
“wrongful acts” (articles 914-938), as these have been interpreted by case law and legal theory. 
Article 914 of the GCC which encapsulates the basic rule on tortuous liability / wrongful acts 
provides that “Whoever causes harm to another person contrary to the law and with fault/

1.  Or Administrative Courts in case the personal injury or death is contributable to State officers or employees or 
the Greek State or other Public Legal Entity is vicariously liable for such injury or death.

2.  Public social security insurance is compulsory in Greece for all employees, workers and self-employed persons. 
Such social security insurance also covers (with some exceptions) the dependants of the insured employee, 
worker and self-employed person.
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negligence, is liable to compensate him”. Accordingly, a claim for compensation may only flourish 
if the following elements concur, are invoked and proven by the claimant: 
i.  an unlawful act, behavior or omission on the part of the wrongdoer, the term “unlawful” 

referring to an act, behavior or omission that is contrary to or violates the legislation in force, 
i.e. national laws, presidential and ministerial decrees, public authorities’ circulars, European 
legislation, international treaties to which Greece is a party, customary law, moral and market 
standards etc., 

ii.  fault or negligence on the part of the wrongdoer, including intentional acts, gross negligence 
and reckless behavior, as well as “common” negligence, 

iii.  harm or damage to the claimant, and 
iv.  causal link between the act, behavior or omission and the harm or damage sustained.

c.  Strict Liability: specific laws provide for damages on a non-fault basis (strict-liability)3 or a quasi 
strict-liability basis, i.e. when the burden of proof is reversed and the claimant has no obligation 
to invoke or prove fault on the part of the wrongdoer, but the latter can exonerate himself if he 
proves that the damage was not the result of his own fault or of the fault of a person under his 
duty for whom he is responsible4. 

Are there special provisions for remedies for specific types of accidents or causes of injury, 
such as for road traffic / transportation accidents, defective products, and employment related 
accidents?

Depending on the type of accident or cause of injury, there are special pieces of legislation which 
apply on top or are complementary to the general provisions of the GCC. Such specific provisions 
either expand or contract tortuous liability, and the main areas to which such provisions apply are, 
inter alia, the following: 
a.  Road Traffic Accidents: 

 � Law Γ Ν/1911 “On the Civil and Criminal Liability from Road Traffic Accidents” provides for 
strict liability of the driver, the owner and possessor of a motor-vehicle towards personal injury 
victims. Such strict-liability, however, is limited to the value of the motor-vehicle.

b.  Carrier’s Liability in Railway, Sea and Aviation Accidents: 
 � Law 1815/1988 “Aviation Law Code” which applies only to domestic air-carriage, provides for 

a quasi-strict liability of the air-carrier to compensate the passenger who suffered personal 
injury during or by occasion of a flight (or to the passenger’s family members in case of fatal 
accidents), setting maximum upper limits of compensation, which however do not apply in 
cases of intentional or reckless misconduct of the air-carrier or the air-carrier’s servants. 

 � Law 3006/2002 which enacted the Montreal Convention “For the Unification of Certain 
Rules for International Carriage by Air”, applies to international flights and sets a quasi strict-
liability regime similar to that of Law 1815/1988 on domestic flights. Law 3006/2002 expressly 
excludes any other cause of action for such accidents and the application of other domestic 
legal provisions, with the exception of the determination of the circle of persons entitled to 
compensation, which is ruled by the lex fori.

 � Law 1922/1991 enacting the Athens Convention on the “Carriage of Passengers and their 
Luggage by Sea”5 provides for a specific quasi-strict liability regime ruling personal injury/
death claims arising out of sea carriage.

 � Law 1593/1986 enacting the Convention for International Railway Carriage (COTIF–CIV) 
establishes a specific regime similar to that for international air-carriage, provides for quasi-

3.  e.g. Law 551/1915 on compensation of laborers and employees suffering accidents in the course of their 
employment to which specific reference is made below.

4.  e.g. article 6 of Law 2251/1994 (Consumer Protection Act), to which more detailed reference is made below.
5.  Amended by the Protocol of 2002 to the Athens Convention relating to the Carriage of Passengers and their 

Luggage by Sea, and by Regulation (EC) No 392/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
23 April 2009 on the liability of carriers of passengers by sea in the event of accidents, which will be in force the 
latest by the end of 2012 in all EU members-states.
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strict liability of rail carriers, sets maximum compensation limits (not applicable in cases of 
intentional or reckless misconduct), and imposes its application as the sole cause of action of 
the respective claim for compensation.

c.  Employment Related / Labor Accidents: 
 � Law 551/1915 “on Compensation of Laborers and Employees Suffering Accidents in the 

Course of their Employment”, as amended and in force, provides for liability of employers 
for compensation to employees / laborers for personal injuries suffered or death that has 
been a result of a “violent incident” that took place in the course or by the occasion of the 
employment, irrespectively of any wrongdoing on the part of the employer (strict liability), 
and even if a third person caused the damage and is also liable to pay compensation. The 
compensation provided is a limited to a fixed amount6. If, however, a violation of specific safety 
rules has caused or has contributed to the injury or death, the employer is liable for payment of 
full compensation (Law 551/1915, article 16). 

 � The Greek Code on Private Maritime Law (Law 3816/1958) stipulates that the employer / ship-
owner is obliged to cover all medical costs of the seafarer who sustained personal injury in the 
course of his employment as well as to pay sickness wages for a specified period of time.

d. Defective Products:
 � Law 2251/1994 on Consumers’ Protection, which enacted all respective European legislation 

into Greek Law, and specifically articles 6 and 8 on the liability of the manufacturer of defective 
products and of the provider of services respectively, provide for a quasi-strict liability regime 
towards the consumer / customer. The victim is not required to prove a wrongful act or 
omission and the manufacturer / provider may exonerate himself from the liability only if he 
proves specific defences enumerated in the law. However, any claim for non-pecuniary losses 
must be based on the GCC provisions on wrongful acts.

What types of remedies are available for personal injury cases?
In cases of personal injury or damage to the health of the person, the person who has sustained the 
injury or damage is entitled to:
a.  Pecuniary Damages / compensation for material damage (article 929 GCC): medical expenses, 

compensation for the damage which the person has already sustained, any loss he will sustain 
in the future (e.g. loss of earnings) as well as any further expenses he will be obliged to spend in 
the future due to increase of expenses resulting from the damage. There also exists liability for 
compensation towards third parties (secondary victims), who had a lawful right to require the 
provision of services by the harmed or injured person and are deprived of such services.

b.  Non-Pecuniary Damages / compensation for moral damage (article 932 GCC): Non-pecuniary 
loss7 refers to physical and psychological damage resulting from insult to health, honor, dignity, 
and freedom of the victim. A claim for non-pecuniary loss can be filed for physical or mental pain 
and suffering caused to the victim due to the loss of his physical or mental integrity, temporary 
or permanent impairment or invalidity, permanent or long term aesthetic damage, damage 
to sexual function, psychological impact of the victim’s loss of earning capacity and loss of 
housekeeping ability, loss of personal and social life ability, loss of life expectation, suffering due to 
permanent or long term dependency from medical treatment, loss of ability for recreation, sports 
etc., discomfort, spoiled holidays and in general for loss of anything the victim would have been 
able to do or enjoy but is deprived from doing and enjoying as a result of the injury.

      Moral damages do not have a punitive or exemplary nature. However, one of the factors taken 
into account by the Courts in assessing the amount of compensation to be awarded is the gravity 
of the wrongdoer’s fault or negligence. The amount of the compensation awarded is at the 

6.  Law 551/1915 sets specific rules for the calculation of the compensation; in cases of permanent disability the 
compensation is approximately 1½ years salaries, and in cases of fatal accidents it does not exceed fifteen 
months’ salaries.

7.  “Moral Damages” is a more accurate translation of the Greek term “ψυχική οδύνη” (psychiki odyni), i.e. 
psychological pain.
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discretion of the Court, which, apart from the gravity of the liable persons’ fault or negligence, 
takes also into consideration factors such as the personal circumstances of the victim / claimant, 
the actual sorrow, distress and other consequences caused by the injury or death, in cases of 
fatal accidents the actual relationship and bond of the claimant with the deceased, the financial 
and social status of both parties and any other factor that may be invoked by the parties or is 
considered by the Court as relevant.

c.  Compensation of article 931 GCC: Article 931 GCC provides that “The invalidity or disfigurement 
that has been caused to the injured person is particularly taken into consideration for the award 
of the compensation, if this affects his future”. After much controversy in the interpretation of this 
provision by case law and academics, it has now been repeatedly held by the Greek Supreme 
Court8 that article 931 establishes a separate and independent head of compensation in personal 
injury cases, for recovery of future pecuniary damage that cannot be fully determinable at present. 
The compensation awarded under this head of damage is “equitable”, assessed by the Court at its 
absolute discretion, and is now distinguishable from non-pecuniary damages (moral damages).

What types of remedies are available for fatal accidents?
a.  Pecuniary Damages / compensation for material damage (article 928 GCC): medical and funeral 

expenses, compensation to those who had against the deceased a legal right9 for maintenance or 
for the provision of services. Such compensation refers to the amount that the deceased provided 
and would under normal circumstances continue to provide in the future for food, clothing, 
medical needs, education, recreation, transportation, and in general for all maintenance and living 
needs to such persons. The compensation for loss of services is calculated by reference to the cost 
of domestic or other help necessary in substitution of the services provided by the deceased.

b.  Non-Pecuniary Damages / compensation for moral damage (article 932 GCC): The members of 
the deceased’s “family” are entitled to compensation for the moral damage (sorrow, psychological 
pain and suffering) suffered by them as a result of the loss of their beloved relative. The term 
“family” has been interpreted by jurisprudence and legal theory widely so as to include all 
persons who were connected with the deceased by the bond of close family relationship, namely: 
(i) spouses, (ii) children, irrespectively of whether they are minors or of legal age, (iii) parents/
grandparents, irrespectively of whether they were living in the house or in close proximity with 
the primary victim or not, (iv) brothers and sisters, (v) in-law parents and sons or daughters in-
law10. Each one of the family members has an independent claim for moral damages, and such a 
claim and its height is neither precluded nor influenced by the fact that other relatives also have a 
claim for moral damages.

Who is liable to pay compensation?
As a general rule the person who must pay compensation to the claimant is the person primarily 
responsible for the damage, injury or death (article 914 GCC).

 � Vicarious Liability: Pursuant to article 922 GCC a master or other person who has assigned to 
another the task of performing a service is liable for the damage caused by his servant/employee 
to a third party, unlawfully and during the course of his service/employment. In such cases both 
the servant/employee and the master/employer are jointly and fully liable towards the victim.

 � Joint & Several Liability: In case the damage was caused by the act/omission of more than one 
person or more than one persons are liable concurrently, all of them are jointly liable. The same 
applies if more than one persons have acted simultaneously or successively and it cannot be 
ascertained whose act/omission caused the damage (article 926 GCC). This effectively means that 
a claimant has the right to apply for redress from only one or more of such jointly liable persons, 

8.  Supreme Court (Areios Pagos) Dec. Nos.: 670/2006, 1645/2006, 381/2007, 762/2007 et. al..
9.  i.e. spouses (articles 1389 and 1390 GCC), relatives of deceased in direct line such as children, parents, 

grandchildren etc. (articles 1485 ff GCC), and siblings (article 1504 GCC), so long as it is proven that the 
deceased provided in fact maintenance / services to them.

10.  Case law is not unanimous on the right of in-law relatives to claim for compensation.
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as well as that payment of compensation in full by one of the liable persons releases all persons 
that are jointly liable from the respective duty. The person who has paid the compensation in 
its entirety, is entitled to seek recourse from the others. The court decides how the liability is 
distributed among them, depending on the measure of their fault, otherwise, if this cannot be 
established, the damage is divided among them equally (article 927 GCC).

 � The case of Road Traffic Accidents: Pursuant to P.D. 237/1986 the insurance of motor vehicles 
for civil liability to third parties is compulsory11, and as a result an action can be brought by a 
claimant directly against the insurance company, notwithstanding the fact that the insurance 
company and the liable driver are jointly liable. In case a motor vehicle is not insured or its 
insurance coverage has expired or the operation license of the insurance company has been 
rescinded, as well as in hit and run cases, any such claim can be brought against the “Auxiliary 
Fund for the Insurance of Liability Arising from Motor Accidents” which operates in Greece.

What is the limitation for bringing an action for compensation?
 � The general rule is set by article 937 GCC which provides that “Any claim deriving from a wrongful 

act is is prescribed after lapse of five years from the date the claimant has acquired knowledge of 
the damage and the party liable to pay compensation; in any event the claim is prescribed after 
the lapse of twenty years from the date the wrongful act was committed. If the wrongful act is 
also an act that is punishable under the penal law and under that law the prescription is longer, 
then this longer prescription is also applicable for the claim for compensation”. 

 � Special laws set different prescription periods for specific types of cases / accidents, the most 
important of which are the following:

 � Road Traffic Accidents: five years from the date of the accident12; for claims based on the strict-
liability provisions of Law ΓπΝ/1911, the limitation period is two years from the date of the 
accident.

 � Aviation Accidents: two years from the date the aircraft arrived or should have arrived at 
its destination or the date when the carriage was interrupted both for international (Law 
3006/2002, article 35) and domestic (Law 1815/1988, article 155) flights. 

 � Maritime Accidents (passengers’ claims): two years from the date the passenger disembarked 
or should have disembarked (Law 1922/1991, article 16 and EC Regulation 392/2009, article 
16).

 � Railway Accidents: three years from the date of the accident for passengers and five years from 
the accident for secondary victims (CIV, article 60). 

 � Defective Products: three years from the date the victim has or should have acquired 
knowledge about the damage, the defect and the identity of the manufacturer; all rights are 
extinguished after the lapse of ten years from the date the product circulated in the market 
(Law 2251/1994, article 6, para. 13)13.

What are the costs and fees for bringing an action for compensation?
 � Judicial Stamp / Duty: For the hearing of a case a judicial stamp/duty must be paid in advance 

of the Court hearing14, amounting to 0,48% of the amount of compensation claimed. Stamp 

11.  With some exceptions for vehicles owed by the Greek State etc..
12.  The limitation for a direct action against the insurer for accidents prior to 14/05/2007 is 2 years. This 

prescription period was extended to 5 years by article 7 of Law 3557/2007, which amended article 10 of P.D. 
237/1986.

13.  Pursuant to article 14, para. 5 of Law 2251/1994 even if a claim for defective products is brought on the legal 
basis of the GCC, the respective extended limitation period of the GCC (5 years) is inapplicable.

14.  The judicial stamp/duty is paid once for the hearing of the case at first instance.
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duties of 0,036% and duties to the Lawyers’ Fund of 0,08% and to the Providence Fund of 0,08% 
are calculated and paid on the basis of the judicial stamp/duty15.

 � Lawyer’s Fees: The Greek Lawyer’s Code (Law 3026/1954) traditionally set compulsory 
minimum lawyers’ fees for every legal action or service performed by a lawyer. Law 3919/2011 
abrogated the minimum lawyers’ fees, and as a result since July 2011 such fees are freely agreed 
between lawyer and client in writing16. If no such agreement exists, the minimum lawyer’s 
fees, which have been re-entitled by Law 3919/2011 to “legal fees”, apply. Personal injury and 
fatal accidents compensation cases are often, if not customarily, undertaken on contingency 
agreement basis i.e. a no win – no fee (and often no costs) basis, the fee typically being a 
percentage of the compensation finally awarded (and paid) to the claimant, the height of 
which is agreed between lawyer and client.

 � Other Litigation Costs: Other costs that are also paid in the course of litigation include the 
fees of a Court Bailiff for service of the lawsuit and other legal documents (e.g. invitation 
to defendants for appearance during the provision of statement under oath by witnesses), 
experts’ fees, witnesses’ costs, filing fees et. al., but the extent of these fees and costs depend on 
numerous factors such as the number of defendants, the complexity and requirements of the 
case etc.. 

 � Litigation costs and fees can be claimed for award by the Court, but in practice up to date Greek 
Courts customarily award only part of the actual costs and fees.

15.  e.g. for a claim of €1.000, the total amount payable is approximately (hearing duties €480 + stamp duty 
€17,28 + Lawyers’ Fund €80 + Providence Fund €80 =) €658. 

16.  Since July 2010, by virtue of Law 3842/2010, VAT applies to all legal fees.
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